The University of Arizona
School of Information Resources and Library Science 
IRLS 521-791
Children's and Young Adult Literature in a Multicultural Society
Spring 2007
Modern Language Room 314
 

Instructor: Elizabeth Redondo
Office Hours: 9:00 pm MST Mon. and by appointment
Class Hours: Virtual
E-mail: emcredondo@hotmail.com
Course Description
The purpose of this course is to survey a wide variety of children's and young adult literature with particular focus on bilingual, multilingual, multicultural, and multiethnic literature in order to develop an understanding and appreciation of this literature through reading and studying its characteristics and special qualities. Notable author's, poets, and illustrators of children's and young adult literature will be studied with an emphasis on those who contribute to bilingual, multilingual, multicultural, and multiethnic collections. Various genres of children's and young adult literature will be examined and criteria for selection and renewing collections for school and public libraries will be discussed. The use of children's and young adult literature to develop literacy, particularly for English language learners (ELLs) will be studied. Emphasis will be given to the use of children's and young adult literature in developing learning opportunities related to national, state, and district standards through librarian-teacher collaboration. Children's and young adult literature will be examined from diverse perspectives, in particular from that of African Americans, Asians, Latinos, and Native Americans. Information related to children's and young adult literature from professional organizations such as The American Association of School Librarians (AASL) and The Public Library Association will be discussed. Professional, cultural, and ethnic organizations involved in children's and young adult literature will be introduced.  Students will make available their work online during the semester on a website where this work can be viewed.  Student work will also be posted to D2L, the course management tool (www.d2l.arizona.edu).  Student enrolled in this course may access the course homepage on D2L.  The University of Arizona provides instructions and technical support for using D2L.  Quizzes may be given throughout the semester. Weekly homework assignments or written responses to assigned articles will be required.  Further requirements include a website, reading log of children’s and young adult literature read during the semester, service learning (25 hrs.), and a final self reflection.
Course Objectives
This course is designed to provide opportunities for students to: 
1. Read a wide variety of children's books including traditional and multicultural literature. 
2. Become knowledgeable about genres of children's and young adult literature.
3. Become familiar with a notable and emerging authors/illustrators/poets. 
4. Recognize awards presented to authors/illustrators/poets for children's and young adult literature. 
5. Develop an ability to critically analyze children and young adult literature from diverse perspectives. 
6. Develop criteria for selecting and evaluation of children's and young adult literature for public and school libraries.
7. Read professional literature concerning children and young adult materials and issues surrounding children's and YA literature.
8. Be able to find and discuss professional organizations, groups, and associations interested in children's and young adult literature.
9. Develop an understanding of how to develop literacy through children's and young adult literature in the school and public library to meet national, state, and district standards.
10. Develop an understanding of teacher-librarian collaboration to teach students using children's and young adult literature.

Learning Outcomes
At the end of the course students will:
1. Demonstrate the ability to recognize various genres of children's and young adult literature.
2. Recognize and develop an appreciation of notable authors, illustrators, poets, particularly those who contribute to bilingual, multilingual, and multicultural children's and young adult literature. 
3. Demonstrate the ability to select appropriate children's literature for various age groups and for bilingual, multilingual, multicultural, and multiethnic populations for public library and school library collections.
4. Be able to critically evaluate collections of children’s and young adult literature for a multicultural society for school and public libraries.
5. Recognize a variety of awards presented for notable children and young adult literature, authors, illustrators and poets, particularly those who contribute to bilingual, multilingual, multicultural, and multiethnic collections.
6. Understand the role of the school and public librarian in the use of children's and young adult literature in the curriculum development.

Method of Evaluation 
Assignments will receive points as indicated below.  Criteria for evaluating homework and reading response assignments are based on professionalism of your work; the timeliness of the completion of your assignments; the quality of your writing; and accuracy of information presented. Instructor's evaluation will also be based on quizzes and completion of reading log, service learning log and report, website, assignments (homework and written responses to articles).  A final written self-reflection will provide additional information to evaluate learning outcomes based on the goals and objectives established for the course.

The website will be evaluated on timeliness, professionalism and completeness.  Service learning will be evaluated on completion of hours and log.  Reading record of children and young adult literature read will be evaluated by providing a creatively organized annotated bibliography that includes title, author, date of publication and classification system including genres, age group, reading level and cultural groups.

Text and Required Readings
Children's Literature: An Invitation to the World by D. Mitchell (required)
E-reserve articles. A password will be provided by the instructor during the first weekend class. E-Reserves: 

http://eres.library.arizona.edu/courseindex.asp

Additional resources not required but recommended for use during semester: Literature for Today's Young Adults by Alleen P.Nilsen and Kenneth L. Donelson 
Censorship and Selection by H. Reichman 
Best Books for Young Adults, 2nd Edition by B. B. Carter, S. Estes, and L. Waddle 
Connecting Boys with Books by M. Sullivan 
Books, Babies, and Libraries: Serving Infants, Toddlers, Their Parents and Caregivers by E. Greene 
Books in Bloom: Creative Patterns and Props That Bring Stories to Life by K. K. Faurot 
Building Bridges with Multicultural Picture Books: For children 3-5 by Janice Beaty 
Best Books for Young Adults (2nd Ed.) by Betty Carter

Read 115 children's and young adult literature across a variety of genres. The books selected should include bilingual, multilingual, multicultural, and multiethnic children's and young adult literature. Further details are described under reading record. 10-15 young adult books should be included in the literature read during the semester.
Course Outline and Schedule (see below)
The course outline and schedule inform you about topics that will be covered during each class. The schedule also indicates when assignments are due during the semester. The course outline also provides you with readings that should be completed by the end of each module where the readings are listed.  The course outline will be distributed on the first day of class. Changes may be made in the syllabus with advance notice on D2L, which should be read DAILY.  Assignments will be posted on D2L two weeks in advance of each module. Short quizzes may be given.  All work should be uploaded to student’s website. Questions about the syllabus after the first day of class should be addressed to the instructor during office hours via e-mail. 

Assignments (100 points)
**Homework (5 X 5 pts) = 25 points)  
*Reading Response (3 X 10 pts) =30 points
*Reading Record (Electronic)=15 points 
*Website with assignments posted)=15 points
*Final self-reflection=15 pts.
 
**Please notice that there are 5 homework assignments but the numbers are #1, #2a, #2b, #3, #4.  
Assignment "due dates" are indicated on the Schedule. Assignments must be typed double spaced with 1" margins in no smaller than 12 pt. New Times Roman. A rubric to explain the grading scale will be provided on the first day of class.
Grading Scale
Excellent = A 
Good = B
Fair = C 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE AND COURSE SCHEDULE

Overview of Course Requirements:

· Reading Record (115 books within last 8 yrs. 10-15 chapter books for young adults)

· Website for this course (linked to e-portfolio if possible)

· Service Learning Log and Report (25 hrs at a school or public library with logs of each visit and a final report of best practices to be posted to your website)

· Homework Assignments 
· Reading Responses (three due during the semester)

· Final self-reflection

Course Schedule- Assignments are due on the date indicated. Assignments not submitted on this date will be considered late.

Course Schedule

	   WEEK


	MODULE                    


	READINGS

HOMEWORK/ ASSIGNMENTS                     
	DUE DATES & REMINDERS


	Jan 13-14 Weekend in Tucson                                                                 


	
	Assignment provided on D2L

Literacy Heritage

                                               Autobiography LHA

Selection of “classic” and “modern” children’s and young adult literature

Family photo

Read Rosenblatt
	Jan. 13-14

	FYI ONLY:

Jan. 15  Holiday Martin Luther King


	
	
	

	Jan. 16-29


	MODULE # 1

Introduction to Children's & 
Young Adult (C/YA) Literature in a                    Multicultural Society 


	Homework #1
Create a Course Homepage
Readings on Course Reserves: 
1.What is Multiculturalism?
2. Where are the children of color?
3. Accuracy and Authenticity in American Indian Children Literature
4. I Still Isn’t for Indian
5.Images of Poverty in Picture Books With International settings
6.Selecting Hispanic Books for School Libraries
Begin reading
Chapters 1-4 if you have the Mitchell book.
Additional readings TBA
	Jan. 29 

	Jan 29-Feb. 12*
	MODULE #2a
Literature that Engages Children

                                               Finish readings from                                         Module 1 

                                               
	Homework #2a
Create a Pathfinder for Children's Literature                
Chapters: 1-4

Mitchell Textbook 

Additional reading TBA                                               
	Identify Service Learning Site

                                               Agreement form due
Feb12

	*Feb 10-11 Weekend in Tucson


	
	Presentations of 

pathfinder for                                 

children’s and young adult literature to your web homepage.


	Feb 10-11

	Feb. 12-26


	MODULE #2b
Literature that Engages Young Adult Readers
	Homework #2b
Answer questions  posted on D2L

Readings on Course Reserves: 
Nurturing Today’s Teen Spirit         
Read Chapters: 4-8

Mitchell Textbook  
Additional reading TBA                                             
	Feb 26
Reading Response #1
on Engaging Children in Reading


	Feb. 26-Mar.12*


	MODULE #3
Selection and Evaluation
	Readings on Course Reserves:  
1. Issues in Selecting Multicultural Children’s Literature (Yokota)

2. Selecting Children’s Literature for Academic Librarians

3. Read Chapters: 

8-12 Mitchell Textbook

Additional readings  TBA
	Mar12
Reading Response #2
on Engaging Children in Reading


	*Mar. 3-4    Weekend in Tucson


	
	Chapter Discussions


	Mar 3-4

	FYI ONLY:
March 10-18   
	
	
	

	Mar. 12 -26


	MODULE #4
Censorship 

                                               
	Homework #3:
Answer questions posted on D2L on censorship readings.
Readings on Course Reserve:  Censorship & Selection: Issues and Answers for Schools
Additional readings TBA
	Mar 26

	  Mar. 26-Apr. 9


	MODULE #5
C/YA Literature to Develop Literacy in English Language Learners

                                      
	Readings on Course Reserves:  
1. Providing Quality Children’s Literature in Spanish.
2. English Literacy Development: Approaches & Strategies

Additional reading TBA
	April 9
Reading Response #3 on Developing Literacy in English Language Learner 



	April 9-April 23


	MODULE #6
 Multicultural Children's

 Literature-Based Content Instruction                                           
	Homework # 4:
Questions will be posted on D2L
Readings: On reserve:  
1. ALA: The Education Competencies of School Library Media Specialist
Additional reading TBA
	April 23

	April 23-May 7


	MODULE #7
YA Multicultural Literature-Based  Content Instruction and Special Groups


	Readings  on Course Reserve:  
The Stages of Cultural Identity Implications for Curriculum Reform
Additional reading TBA
	May 7

	May 7-11
	Final response
Website completed 

Service learning completed
	
	May 11


MODULES
There are 7 modules to complete during the course. Each module covers a specific topic (see Modules #1-#7 below-NOTE there are two parts to Module 2 -2a & 2b). A module is a structure for studying related topics introduced in the readings and text.  For each module you will have to complete either a homework assignment or a reading response.  
Homework assignments:

· Homework consists of questions based on readings to be answered and submitted to the dropbox on D2L.

· Create a Webpage that includes a Pathfinder

· 3 Reading Responses that are 1500 word formal papers on topics covered in the assigned articles on e-reserve. APA style must be used for citations and references for these formal papers.  They will be due at the end of the module and must address issues you found of interest in the assigned readings.  You may include outside references in addition to assigned readings.

*A rubric will be provided for assessment of these responses.
AN OVERVIEW OF THE MODULES

MODULE #1-INTRODUCTION TO CHILDREN'S AND YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE IN A MULTICULTURAL

SOCIETY 

This module introduces you to children's and young adult literature, and provides an opportunity for you to understand why this literature is important in today's society.

MODULE #2a-LITERATURE THAT ENGAGES YOUNG READERS

This module is designed to take you through a journey through different genres of children's literature. You will read about fiction, non-fiction, poetry, realistic and historical fiction, fantasy and science fiction. The chapters in Mitchell's book will help you understand the difference between genres and characteristics of each. You will get a sense of why poetry is delightful and why folk literature is important for children growing up in a multicultural society. 

Reading Response on Engaging Children in Reading.  Write a 3-page formal paper using APA style on engaging children in reading.  Discuss genres of children’s literature and the influence of society in changes in children’s literature.  Give specific examples of children’s literature to illustrate your discussion.  What are factors that affect children’s engagement with literature?  Why is literature important?  How does a public/school librarian develop children’s interest in children’s literature?  Be sure to look at the ALA website.  What does ALA say about engaging children in reading?  Look at www.libros.arizona.edu.  A national event called “El Día de los Ninos/El Día de los Libros is highlighted on this website.  Check out El Día links for ideas.  A quality paper is requested.  Double spaced 12 pt. font.  References outside of the 3 pages.  Due Feb. 26.
MODULE #2b -LITERATURE THAT ENGAGES YOUNG ADULT (YA) READERS

This module introduces you to the world of young adults. It is a fascinating world filled with ups and downs, laughter and tears, intimacy and distance, success and failure. Nilsen and Donelson are excellent storytellers and bring to life this exciting time of life between the ages of 12 and 18. 

Reading Response on Engaging YA in Reading.  Write a 3-page formal paper using APA style on engaging children in reading.  Double spaced 12 pt. font. Discuss selection of young adult literature.  What are the unique challenges in selecting young adult literature?  Does selection of multicultural young adult literature present any unique challenges? Explain.  Give specific examples of young adult literature you are reading to illustrate your discussion.  What are factors that affect young adult engagement with literature?  Is literature important for young adults?  Why or why not.  How does a public/school librarian develop young adult’s interest in children’s literature?  Be sure to look at the ALA website.  What does ALA say about engaging young adults in reading?  RR Due Mar. 12.

MODULE #3-SELECTION AND EVALUATION

This module introduces librarian to selection and evaluation of children's and young adult literature for school and public libraries. The selection process involves choosing literature for C/YA appropriate for age level, grade, community, and interest. It requires knowledge of types of literature and an excellent sense of what is available in order to select the best available literature for C/YA. 

MODULE #4-CENSORSHIP

This module introduces you to censorship. Censorship is different from selection and evaluation. By the end of this module you should have an excellent understanding of how it is different. This is a very important topic when it comes to children's and young adult literature because there are many who think that children should not be exposed to certain topics so that their innocence can be protected. Who determines what is appropriate and what is not appropriate is something that must be considered in all discussions of

censorship. The issue of censorship is especially important to young adult literature.

Answer questions posted on D2L on March 12.  Due March 26.

MODULE #5-C/YA LITERATURE TO DEVELOP LITERACY IN ENGLISH LEARNERS (ELLs)

This module introduces you to the use of children's and young adult literature to develop literacy in English language learners (ELLs). For this module you will discover the importance of using literature/multicultural literature with ELLs and you will discover successful strategies to use as a librarian.  The topics below will be covered in the readings. You will want to focus on these topics when you write the paper discussed below. These topics are covered in the readings on e-reserve and in the Mitchell book. 
Critical Reading Response on Children’s and Young Adult Literature to Develop Literacy in English Language Learners (ELLs).  This essay should include information on the use of children’s and young adult literature to develop English language literacy.  Describe the types of literature that could be used for both age groups and why certain literature would be more appropriate for English language learners (ELLs).  Discuss strategies for discussing children’s and YA literature with ELLs.  Discuss the role of multicultural and/or multiethnic literature.  Give examples from your reading record.  Discuss essential elements of children’s and YA literature that enhance comprehension.  3 double spaced pages with references (not included in the 3 pages) 12 pt font APA style.

MODULE #6 -MULTICULTURAL CHILDREN'S LITERATURE & CONTENT INSTRUCTION

Twenty first century librarians are teachers in any setting.  In public libraries, librarians develop after school help for students. In school libraries where the role of librarians has changed dramatically, librarians are teachers in every sense of the word. In this module cohorts will be involved in a discussion of how librarians support teachers in using multicultural children's literature in content instruction. Content instruction refers

to subject content such as math, science, social studies, geography, and history. As a librarian, you should have a general idea about standards and children's literature that could be used to support instruction within the school curriculum.   Public librarians should also be aware of the standards because they provide essential services to charter school and private school students.
MODULE # 7-MULTICULTURAL YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE & CONTENT INSTRUCTION 
During this module, you will concentrate on the young adult literature you have read and consider how to integrate this literature into content instruction. For example, the book Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan is an excellent introduction to events that occurred during the 1940s and to use in discussions with young adults about social issues during that era.   Other special groups will be discussed in the readings.
ANY CHANGES TO THIS SYLLABUS AND COURSE SCHEDULE WILL BE ANNOUNCED WITH ADVANCE NOTICE TO STUDENTS.  CHANGES WILL ONLY BE MADE IF THEY ENHANCE THE LEARNING OF STUDENTS.  FOR EXAMPLE, A MORE RECENT ARTICLE MAY BE SUBSTITUTED FOR AN OLDER VERSION.
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